Narrative-Descriptive Writing 



Two Parts of a Whole 



Narrative : tells a story that includes a 
plot, setting, characters, and other 



iterary elements 

Descriptive : uses concrete, specific 

Bnerate ima 




Questions for Narrative Writing 



What happened? 
Who was involved? 
When did it happen? 
Where did it happen 
Why did it happen? 
How did it happen 



Narrator: The Voice of the Story 

1 st Person : "\" is telling the story. 

3 rd Person Omniscient : narrator can see and 
know anything and everything, "God View" 

3 rd Person Objective : narrator can only 
describe what can be observed with five 
senses; reader infers how characters feel or 
what they think 

• 3rd Person Limited : narrator is restricted to 
one character's point of view: what they 
observe and think and feel 



Plot: What's Happening? 

Plot typically follows a set order: 

— exposition : identifies setting, orients reader, 
identifies problem/situation, establishes P.O.V. 

— rising action : build tension through 
action/dialogue; interest reader in the 
problem/obstacle 

— climax : turning point, highest tension, when the 
previous events have built to their exploding point 

— falling action : the events after the climax, usually 
resolving rising action events 

— resolution : the final events, usually a final wrap-up 
of the story so the reader feels an ending was 
achieved 



Conflict: The Reason You're Here 

• all stories have conflict- a tension 
between the protagonist and some 
antagonistic force as the protagonist 
strives for his/her goal(s) 

• conflicts can be dramatic and world- 
changing or mundane and personal, but 
they must be interesting 

interest is built through high tension 

creating characters abo 



but 



g 



whom the reader will care 



Dialogue: Say What? 

dialogue should be clear and realistic 

be sure that it is clear who is talking 

avoid lengthy monologues, but also avoid 
pointless conversation- readers can 
assume some conversation has taken 
place on a car ride, for instance, so you 
only need to share crucial dialogue (that 
advances the story) 



Description: Concrete Language 

many writers mistakenly use lots of 
adjectives and assume they are being 
"descriptive" 

most adjectives are relative to the reader 
and do not convey clear information: 

It was a beautiful day that greeted me 
when I walked outside. 

Chirping birds and cotton-candy white 
clouds greeted me with a warm breeze 
when I walked outside. 



magery: Painting with Words 

good description will create specific 
images in the reader's mind- so specific 
that most readers will agree on what 
they are imagining 

strong imagery draws the reader's 
interest and helps pull them into the 
setting 

imagery can describe setting, characters, 
etc. (and should include ALL the senses) 



Exemplum 



exemplum : a story that illustrates a 
moral point or teaches a lesson in 
which the characters find themselves 
in a situation that proves the mora 
true 




Antithesis 



antithesis : a story that illustrates a 
moral point or teaches a lesson in which 
the characters do the opposite or 
experience the opposite of the moral or 
esson 



i.e. a character is unhappy because they 
don't have a happy family illustrates 
that a happy family is necessary for 
happiness 



